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Order A/V Equipment By March 15

Make sure the psa office knows about your a/v 
needs. All meeting rooms will have an lcd projector 
and screen. The association cannot, however, provide 
laptops. So if you will need av equipment other than 
an lcd projector and screen, do not assume it will 
be in your meeting room or that it can be ordered at 
the last minute. It cannot and it will not – rental 
costs at the meeting itself can run into the hundreds 
of dollars per hour, and allowing such last-minute 
requests could necessitate an increase in registration 
costs for everyone. You must order any and all 
additional a/v equipment from the psa weeks before 
the conference, absolutely no later than March 20.

Let the psa Office know if you will need any of the 
following (please specify) and please order only what 
you will use – rental is very expensive. Last year the 
a/v bill came to over $17,000!

cd1)	  player
vcr2)	  with monitor
dvd3)	  player with monitor
flipchart with paper and marker4)	
overhead projector for transparencies5)	
other6)	

The cut-off date for the psa room rate is March 
19. Book a room online at pacificsoc.org. 
The room block may sell out before March 19. 
Support the psa and stay at the Marriott!

2008 Call for Nominations
Elected Positions & Committee Membership

The 2007-2008 Nominations Committee requests nominations 
for the following positions that will have vacancies on the fall 
2008 ballot: President (2010-2011); Vice President (2010-2011); 
the Committee on Committees (2009-2012) will have three 
vacancies, one each from the Northern, Southern, and Central 
regions; the Nominations Committee (2009-2012) will have one 
vacancy from the Southern region; and Council (2009-2011) will 
have three vacancies, one each from the Southern, Central, and 
Northern regions and one vacancy for the Graduate Student 
position from the Southern region (2009-2010). For a description 
of each position, visit pacificsoc.org and click on “officers” 
and then specific officer handbooks. 
 
Members will elect candidates for these positions on the fall 
2008 ballot. Please send names and addresses of potential 
candidates to the Chair of the Nominations Committee, Charles 
F. Hohm, Past President, chohm@csudh.edu. Self-nominations 
are welcome! The deadline for submission of names is March 
1, 2008. The other members of the nominations committee are 
Sara Steen, University of Colorado, Dwaine Plaza, Oregon State 
University, and Sally Raskoff, la Valley College.



Hotel Information
Portland Marriott Downtown 
on the Waterfront

The 2008 Annual Meeting will take place at the 
Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront Hotel 
at 1401 sw Naito Parkway. It is a completely 
smoked free hotel. The hotel is located in the 
heart of downtown Portland, on the west bank 
of the Willamette River. It has 503 guest rooms, 
Allie’s American Grille, Champion’s Sports Bar, 
the Lobby Bar, and a coffee bar for continental 
breakfast options. note: there is another 
Marriott in Portland, the Marriott City Center. 
The meeting is not being held in that hotel.

The downtown cultural district, 
including the Portland Art Museum, Performing 
Arts Center, and Historical Society are within 
a short walk of the hotel. Pioneer Square & 
Shopping Place are 7 short blocks away. You can 
board the Max Light Rail 6 blocks away or talk 
a walk along the beautiful McCall Waterfront 
Park. The airport is 15-20 minutes away.

Support the psa by booking at the Marriott. 
This will assure that your Association meets its 
sleeping room contract and will keep convention 
costs low, since thousands of dollars in meeting 
room rental will not have to be paid to the hotel. 

Not meeting our room block would have serious 
financial consequences and would most likely 
increase the cost of registration at future meetings.

The psa 2008 Convention Rate is $135 single & 
$145 double, triple, or quad + tax. Reservations 
can be made at tinyurl.com/yt4jv2 or at 
pacificsoc.org or by calling 800.266.9432. 
Please ask for the psa convention rate. all 
reservations must be made by march 19 
2008 in order to be eligible to receive this rate. 
note that this discounted room block could 
easily sell out before the March 19 deadline; if so 
the hotel may still have rooms both before and 
after this date, but at a rate-available basis.

hotel parking for registered guests will be at 
the prevailing rate. In 2007 the rate was $24 for 
24 hours. There are several other nearby parking 
lots as well.

airport transportation: The following fare 
information is provided by the transportation 
providers and is subject to change without 
notice.

airport max lightrail: If you do not have 
a lot of luggage, a quick, easy, and cheap way to 
get to downtown Portland is on light-rail. Catch 
the max Red Line right outside the Portland 
airport to the right of the baggage claim area. 
Take the Red Line to the s Yamhill Street Stop. 

Walk south on sw 1st Ave a short six blocks 
and you will arrive at the Marriott. Taxis are 
also available. Cost in 2007 from the airport 
to downtown was $2. The max light rail Red 
Line service runs from pdx to downtown every 
15 minutes from 4:37 am to 11:35 pm every day. 
A one-way trip takes 38 minutes. Tickets may 
be purchased at an automated ticket machine, 
located at the Airport max station.

airport-downtown shuttle (grayline 
express): Scheduled shuttle bus service to 
most downtown hotels. Departs pdx every 
45 minutes, 5 am to midnight. Travel time: 
approximately 20-45 minutes.

taxis (metered): Five taxi companies serve 
pdx, available 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. 
fare: around $30 one-way (20-40 mins) to 
downtown.

shuttle (flat rate): Many shuttles operate 
from pdx to various areas around Portland. 
Available 24 hrs, every day. fare: per person 
– not regulated and will vary, determine your 
rate before you start your trip. Some shuttles 
offer discounted rates for travelers to certain 
hotels, check with your hotel. Travel time: 
approximately 20-40 minutes to downtown. If 
you have reserved a vehicle, please check in at 
the information booth located on the Ground 
Transportation roadway.

2008 Book Displays
This year’s meeting will again include a book 
exhibit organized and managed by the 
library of social science. This exhibit 
will bring together a comprehensive collec-
tion of recent and significant titles on socio- 
logy & related topics, contributing substan- 
tially to the intellectual value of our 
conference by allowing us to keep abreast 
of the latest developments in the field.
 
We seek your input to assist in developing 
an exhibit that will include books on the 
full range of topics in sociology.

If you are an author and wish your book to 
be included, or if you wish to recommend 
titles for inclusion in the exhibit, please 
contact meihachan@cs.com now or fax to 
413.832.8145 with the following:
 
1) The title(s) of the book(s) and date(s) of 
publication.

2) The name(s) of the publisher(s).

3) If you are an author: The name, 
telephone number and e-mail address of 
your contact at each publishing company.

Please be sure to include your own name, 
telephone number and e-mail address with 

the information that you send to us.

Please respond to this e-mail immediately 
so that we can begin work to assure 
that the book(s) you have authored or 
suggested are included in the display.
 
To obtain additional information on the 
book exhibit, authors or publishers may 
call me at 718.393.1075.

library of social science
Mei Ha Chan, Associate Director
meihachan@cs.com
tel 718.393.1075; fax 413.832.8145
libraryofsocialscience.com

Don’t let your membership lapse – you can now renew online!
If you were a member of the psa in 2007, you should have received the 2008 membership dues renewal form in the mail in 
December.  psa membership runs on a calendar year basis ( January 1 – December 31). To avoid interruption of delivery of The 
Pacific Sociologist and Sociological Perspectives, please renew asap at pacificsoc.org.  

Renewal notices have been mailed. If you have misplaced the form which was mailed you can pay online at our secure site. If you 
have any questions about your membership and renewal, contact the psa Office at 916.278.5254 or psa@csus.edu.



Join, pre-register or renew your membership now!
membership benefits include a subscription to Sociological Perspectives, published by the uc Press; a subscription to the psa newsletter, The Pacific Sociologist; 
participation in the Annual Meeting; opportunities to network with other sociologists. You can also pay online (secure site) at pacificsoc.org.

membership

If there have been no recent changes in your name or contact information and you are renewing, enter your name below.

name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If there have been recent changes in your contact information or if you are joining as a new member, provide the information below.

name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

city _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    state / province ____________________

zip / postcode ___________________________________________________________   country, if not united states ____________________________________________________________

tel _____________ . _____________ . _____________ / fax _____________ . _____________ . _____________ / email _____________ @ _____________ _____________ _____________

type of membership (check one)		  ❑ student and/or under $15,000 annual income: us / cdn $ 15
	
								        ❑ faculty and/or over $15,000 annual income: us / cdn $ 40

2008 annual meeting preregistration – please pay in advance to avoid the higher at-meeting cost

Please enter the information below as you wish it to appear on your conference badge:

name	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

institutional affiliation ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

type of registration (check one)		 ❑ student and/or under $15,000 annual income: us / cdn $ 20
	
							       ❑ faculty and/or over $15,000 annual income: us / cdn $ 40

total payment

You can pay by check or credit card. Make checks out to psa. Sign your name if paying by credit card. You can also pay online (secure site) at pacificsoc.org.

0_________ membership dues for 2008
	

0_________ registration for annual meeting
	

0_________ contribution to the endowment fund (tax deductible)
	

0_________ total payment enclosed or to be charged

Send completed form with check or credit card information to psa, Dept. of Sociology, csu Sacramento / 6000 j Street / Sacramento ca 95819-6005; 
alternatively, if paying by credit card (see below), you may fax this completed form to the Pacific Sociological Association at 916.278.6281.

if paying by credit card:

card number ________________________________________________________________________  expiration [ mm / yy] ___________________________________

name as it appears on card ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

signature ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2009 Call for Sessions 

80th annual meeting: Horton Plaza Westin, San Diego; April 8-11, 2009 
(meeting will run Weds April 8 – Sat April 11. April 12 is Easter Sunday)

theme: The Shifting Foundations of Inequality

A profound concern with inequality unites sociologists. Always central to our 
research, inequality today presents a special challenge to our theories and 
understanding. Not since the Gilded Age of the Rockefellers and Carnegies 
have so many vast fortunes been made. Yet, for the first time in 40 years, 
the real household income of Americans has stagnated during a period of 
economic expansion. Race, class and gender continue to confer privilege 
or disadvantage, but new markers – such as immigration status, insurance 
coverage and digital divides – are now defining marginalized populations. 
The blatant discrimination of earlier eras has often given way to more subtle 
mechanisms of exclusion, such as the creeping privatization of public spaces. 
Fresh evidence on the lasting consequences of childhood disadvantage over 
the life course only underscores the cheerless fact that today’s inequality will 
impose costs reaching to future generations. Beyond intra-societal dispari-
ties, inequality has a global sweep. Cross-national comparison, however, 
offers encouraging examples of beliefs, practices and policies that promote 
more equal treatment, more open opportunity and more equitable outcomes. 

The 2009 program will focus on social inequality, broadly defined, and on 
its causes and far-reaching consequences. The program invites us to take 
stock of sociological knowledge on inequality. It prompts us to reexamine 
the ways in which the study of inequality informs and motivates the sub-
fields of our discipline. It addresses the urgent need to understand how in-
equality persists, how it changes, and how it can be resisted. How are social 

institutions – our families, schools, media and legal system – implicated in 
the perpetuation of inequality? What emerging or newly recognized forms 
of inequality demand the attention of sociologists? What strategies and in-
terventions succeed in narrowing the gaps between individuals or communi-
ties? How do we better communicate what we know about inequality to our 
students, policy-makers and the general public?

The 2009 Program Committee encourages a broad range of sessions illumi-
nating the theme of inequality. We solicit sessions that speak to theoretical 
developments, methodological issues, and research findings on all dimensions 
of social disparities. We welcome a rigorous stock-taking of the sociological 
understandings of inequality in order to identify the conceptual challenges 
confronting the discipline and its many subfields. Our aim is to stimulate 
lively conversation from all points of view and thoughtful exchange between 
sociological researchers, educators, practitioners, and students.

Join us in examining inequality at the 80th Annual Meeting of the psa. 
In keeping with our theme of inequality, the psa will meet in downtown 
San Diego, the vibrant community at the Western terminus of the longest 
border between the developed and developing worlds. The meeting prom-
ises exciting exchanges of ideas in a broad spectrum of interactive formats: 
roundtables, debates, collaborative working groups, panel discussions, paper 
presentations, posters and didactic workshops. As always, papers and pre-
sentations unrelated to the meeting theme are not only encouraged, but they 
will also make up a large part of the program.

Nominate yourself or your colleagues today to organize a session. Send nom-
inations and session suggestions by May 1 2008, to Program Chair Dennis 
Downey, Sociology Program, csu Channel Islands, 1 University Dr, Cama-
rillo ca 93012 / 805.437.3315 / dennis.downey@csuci.edu. You may also 
submit session proposals online at pacificsoc.org.


